GROWING  DISCONTENT         19

European standards do more than make the pretence
of keeping it. The hurry and bustle of modern life do
not encourage practices originally intended for nomad
Bedouins; and men living in comfortable circum-
stances are unlikely to identify themselves with a
movement which aims at the stricter maintenance of
primitive ritual. Much less do they indulge in dreams
of a free and united Muslim brotherhood. Egyptians
are too selfishly intent upon their own interests to
contemplate risking life and fortune in altruistic ad-
ventures : they were not prepared, indeed, at that
period to do so on behalf of their own country. Equally
it is doubtful if Pan-Islamism is much more attractive
to the fellahin. Against the fact that the latter are
truly devout followers of Mohammed must be placed
their intense suspicion of all new ideas; and, while they
may make public profession in and out of season of
their adherence to the Faith, they are too individualistic
to make a vicarious sacrifice of themselves. Moreover,
despite the airs of independence recently assumed by
the fellahin, in no country more than in Egypt is
greater respect paid to Property. Provided that the
influence which ownership legitimately exercises is
not abused, every Egyptian, according to his station in
life, is prepared to pay, and to receive, the traditional
tribute. But in ancient Arabia possession was tribal,
and to many members of the million small cultivators
of Egypt a doctrine which spoke of brotherhoods
had a sinister note.1

A survey of the fruits of Pan-Islamism in Egypt in
the early years of the present century leaves the im-
pression that the movement captured few adherents.2

1  In 1904 there were 929,000 individual owners of agricultural
properties less than 5 feddansin extent.   (Feddan = 1*08 acres.)

2  In the Report upon Egypt, 1906, Lord Cromer discusses Pan-
Islamism at some length.   He was not convinced that Egypt would
be affected by the doctrine.
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